
Military Ophthalmic Surgery. By Allen Greenwood, M.D., Major,
M. R. C., U. S. Army. Including a Chapter on Trachoma and Other
Contagious Conjunctival Diseases by G. E. de Schweinitz, M.D., Major,
M. R. C., U. S. Army; and a Chapter on Ocular Malingering by Walter
R. Parker, M.D., Major, M. R. C., U. S. Army. Medical War Manual
No. 3, Authorized by the Secretary of War and Under the Supervision
of the Surgeon-General and the Council of National Defense. Leather.
Price, $1.50. Pp. 115, with 16 illustrations. Philadelphia: Lea &
Febiger, 1917.

This booklet contains three articles: the first, a general
article on ophthalmic surgery, by Dr. Allen Greenwood; on
trachoma and the common forms of conjunctivitis, by Dr.
G. E. de Schweinitz; and the third, on the examination of
malingerers, by Dr. Walter R. Parker.
Dr. Greenwood points out that 10 per cent, of the injured

coming to a base hospital require some immediate examina-
tion or treatment of the eyes or surrounding structures. The
most common conditions encountered are contusions and
wounds of the eyeball. Less common are traumatic cata-
racts. In the way of prophylaxis, he believes that shields
covering the eyes and temples should be of service if the
soldiers will wear them. One of these has been designed
by Dr. W. H. Wilmer, of Washington, at the request of the
Ordnance Department. He suggests also that each base hos-
pital be equipped to do refractions, and gives a list of eye
instruments for an Army case for use in base hospitals. In
an appendix he gives six indications for enucleation and
four indications for evisceration. This material occupies
about fifty-two pages of the small manual.
The article by Dr. de Schweinitz on trachoma and common

forms of conjunctivitis occupies forty-six pages. It is illus¬
trated with five colored plates as well as black and white
pictures.
Parker's article on malingerers occupies eight pages. He

enumerates the equipment necessary for complete examina¬
tions, and describes the methods of utilizing it for this pur¬
pose. A final appendix lists diseases of the eye and adnexa,
eye injuries and eye operations.
This manual contains valuable material. But considering

the object for which it was prepared, it should be available
at at most one half its cost.

Problems of Mysticism and Its Symbolism. By Dr. Herbert
Silberer. Translated by Smith Ely Jelliffe, M.D., Ph.D. Cloth. Price,
$3 net. Pp. 451. New York: Moffat, Yard & Co., 1917.

The reason for translating this work, according to Jelliffe,
is to show the essential relationships of what is found in the
unconscious of present-day mankind to many forms of think-
ing of the middle ages. We thus arrive at a science that may
be called paleopsychology. "Its fossils are the thought-forms
throughout the ages, and such a science seeks to show funda-
mental likenesses behind the more superficial dissimilarities."
The parable with which the author introduces his work is
taken from a Rosicrucian work of the sixteenth century.
This parable the author submits to a psychanalytic inter-
pretation, regarding it as a dream or fairy tale, and endeavor-
ing to interpret what it symbolizes. In this analysis he evi-
dences a vast amount of ingenuity and undoubtedly goes as

far in his interpretations as any of the believers in the sym-
bolistic phases of Freud's theories. It is, of course, possible,
and this must always be kept in mind, that the writer of the
parable had no unconscious conception such as the author
believes underlies his parable. Perhaps the only way to find
this out would be to adopt the plan suggested for determining
the famous Shakespeare-Bacon controversy. After a certain
notoriously bad actor had played the part of Hamlet, it was
suggested that the graves of the two be opened, and the one

who had turned over during the night was the one who wrote
the play. But the author's interpretation of the parable is
undoubtedly quite convincing, and if our ancient hermit or
Rosicrucian turned over, it was probably in shame at this
public revelation of his hidden sexual thoughts.
Dr. Silberer then discusses alchemy, the hermetic art,

Rosicrucianism and multiple interpretation. Particularly

interesting is his tracing of the development of the order of
free masonry from the Rosicrucianism of the middle ages,
and here again his analysis of symbols, as shown in the writ¬
ings and work of these organizations, is fascinating and quite
convincing.
The final section of the work is devoted to introversion and

regeneration. It is here that the author traces the develop¬
ment of thought and expression in the individual. It was
shown that the imagination evinces a predilection for sym¬
bolic forms of expression. The term "introversion," coined
by Jung, signifies the withdrawal of interest from the outer
world and the development of interest and pleasure within
one's own thoughts. There are, of course, certain neuroses
in which this tendency is greatly exaggerated. This intro¬
version is continually connected with regression, that .is, the
thinker harks back from thinking to gazing, from doing to
hallucinating, from the pleasures of the adult to the pleasures
of childhood. With this comes the desire for symbolic forms
of expression and mysticism.
Now all of this is very complicated; and yet it may have a

very definite relation to the study and treatment of human
disease and to a more complete understanding of the human
mind and its products. The single fact that the development
of free masonry with its tremendous symbolism has capti¬
vated millions of men, including thousands of those who have
been called great, is evidence of the importance of these fac¬
tors in human life.

Virginia Health Bulletin, 1916. Volume 8. Annual Report of
State Board of Health. Cloth. 1916.

The report of the state board of health and of the health
commissioner are bound in one volume with the twelve
monthly numbers of the Health Bulletin. The report for the
year 1916 has been distributed and shows gratifying progress
in all matters pertaining to health conditions, under a good
organization working along modern lines of health conserva-
tion and disease prevention.
The monthly Health Bulletin and Almanac is prepared for

the benefit of the laity as well as for the local health officers
and the physicians of the state of Virginia, and it contains
much educational and other interesting matter pertaining to
wholesome living and the prevention of disease, news of the
progress of health legislation and administration, reports on
vital statistics, and a variety of information regarding the
home, the school and the farm. The annual report of the
state health board and its various officers shows a smooth
working organization giving attention to all the features of
a modern health machine, such as vital and morbidity statis¬
tics, publicity, school nursing, visiting and industrial nursing,
sanitary engineering, water supply, malaria and hookworm
prevention, laboratory work, and sanatorium treatment of
tuberculosis.

Physical Diagnosis. By W. D. Rose, M.D., Lecturer on Physical
Diagnosis in the Medical Department of the University of Arkansas.
Cloth. Price, $4. Pp. 499, with 294 illustrations. St. Louis: C. V.
Mosby Company, 1917.

The brief review of the clinical symptoms and pathology
that precedes the description of the physical signs and diag-
nosis of the various diseases will make this volume of special
value for constant reference by the general practitioner. A
short description of the symptoms and pathologic features
placed side by side with a discussion of the physical signs
enables one more readily to understand the significance of
one's observations when making a clinical examination. In
a chapter devoted to an explanation of the blood pressure,
the technic of applying the tests is explained, and the diag-
nostic importance of the results secured is carefully described.
The illustrations effectively supplement the descriptions given
in the text; but the fact that a large proportion are copied
from other authors detracts from the originality of the volume.
The B\l=a'\r\l=a'\nytests for localizing intracranial lesions are given
in condensed and practical form. The systematic tables show-
ing the clinical facts on which these equilibrium tests are
based are particularly instructive.

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a University of Pennsylvania User  on 06/15/2015


